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SALVATION 


“by grace” and “by the blood” 
Ephesians 2: 1—18 in the Light of Scriptural Definitions 


F ALL GREAT WRITERS, the Apostle Paul has 
C) been the most falsely accused of being the origina- 

tor of the doctrine that men and women do not 
have to perform good works or form characters worthy 
of eternal life in order to gain the great salvation, but 
even at the last moment of a life spent in sin they may 
ery, “Lord, have mercy,” and the pearly gates will fly 
open to receive them. Many writers have made this false 
charge, but it is our blessed privilege to prove that Paul 
never taught nor sanctioned any false doctrine and that 
he taught as did Jesus on every subject. 

The words of the Apostle Peter explain why so many 
have believed that the false doctrines originated with 
Paul. In II Peter 3: 15—18 we read: “And account that 
the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our 
beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given 
unto him hath written unto you; as also in all his epistles, 
speaking in them of these things; in which are some 
things hard to be understood, which they that are un- 
learned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other 
Scriptures, unto their own destruction. Ye therefore, be- 
loved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye 
also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall 
from your own steadfastness. But grow in grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 

Therefore when we read Ephesians 2, it is very nec- 
essary to remember these words of Peter, that Brother 
Paul has written some things hard to be understood, 
which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest; and 
he tells us they not only wrest Paul’s writings but other 
Scriptures also. Paul knew that false teachers would 
arise, those “grievous wolves” of whom he warned his 
brethren in Acts 20: 29—31, who would wrest his words 
to prove their false, pagan theories, and he ceased not to 
warn the faithful day and night with tears. 

With this in mind, let us read Eph. 2: 1. “And you hath 
he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.” 
Not because of Adam’s sin; but we were all, when Truth 
found us, dead in trespasses and sins, and we were 
quickened by the word, as we read in James 1: 18, “Of 
his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we 
should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures”; also Ps. 
119: 50, “This is my comfort in my affliction: for thy 
word hath quickened me.” 

Before we knew the truth or were quickened by the 
Word, we all walked as other Gentiles walked, as we 
read in verse 2, “Wherein in time past ye walked accord- 
ing to the course of this world, according to the prince of 
the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the 
children of disobedience.” That is why we were called 
dead in sins; not because someone else sinned but because 
we sinned; we were children of disobedience. “Among 
whom also we all had our conversation in times past in 
the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh 


and of the mind; and were by nature the children of 
wrath, even as others.” That is what we were doing when 
governed by the flesh. We were not governed by the mind 
of God as revealed in His Word, but did according to the 
promptings of our own mind. We were walking as other 
Gentiles, doing the works of the flesh which will not save 
anyone. 

To walk according to the natural mind is what brings 
condemnation. We read in John 3:19, “And this is the 
condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil.” That is the only thing that brings condemna- 
tion. No man is condemned for the sins of another, but 
in the wonderful plan of a just and righteous God every 
man shall die for only his own sin, as we read in Ezek. 
18: 20, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall 
not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the fa- 
ther bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the 
righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the 
wicked shall be upon him.” 

Adamic condemnation is an old pagan tradition which 
the apostate church borrowed from the pagans. No fiend 
could have devised a more diabolical doctrine than that of 
“original sin.” But the God we serve is just and right- 
eous, the God of the Bible, and He never condemns one 
person for the sins of another. As the Psalmist exclaimed 
(89: 14, 15), “Justice and judgment are the habitation of 
thy throne: mercy and truth shall go before thy face. 
Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they 
shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance.” Jus- 
tice is the first grand attribute ascribed to the Almighty. 
Justice and judgment, mercy and truth are linked to- 
gether in one golden chain around the throne of a right- 
eous God; and every fiat of His will is governed by these 
exalted attributes. 

If the doctrine of original sin were true, and God con- 
demned all humanity because Adam transgressed His 
law, there would be neither justice nor reason in such a 
plan; but when we read His plan as proclaimed by the 
Prophets, Jesus, and the Apostles, we find it is all ac- 
cording to the highest standard of justice and mercy. 


Grace — What is it? 


We shall now read Eph. 2: 4, 5, “But God, who is rich 
in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even 
when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together 
with Christ, (by grace ye are saved).” This is generally 
taught as meaning the unmerited favor of God; but let 
us allow Paul to tell us what “grace” is. 

We were once conducting a Bible class by invitation in 
one of the cities we visited in our mission work, when a 
man came in. We were proving by the Scriptures that to 
gain the great salvation we must become rich in good 
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works, as we are told in I Tim. 6: 18, when the man ob- 
jected and said, “Oh, we are not saved by good works! 
For Paul said, ‘By grace are ye saved .. . not of works.’ ” 
We told him it is only fair to allow Paul to tell us what 
the grace of God is. The Apostle said we are saved by the 
grace of God, and we dare not place our interpretation 
on what he said, but must let him explain his own words. 

We turned to Titus 2:11, 12 and read, and this will 
impress upon our minds Peter’s words about how the 
unlearned and unstable have wrested Paul’s writings and 
the other Scriptures also to their own destruction. He 
says: “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath 
appeared to all men, teaching us”—what does this grace 
do? It teaches us—‘“‘that denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in 
this present world.” This grace of God, this truth, 
teaches us to live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 
present evil world; and that will save anyone. The false 
teachers have taught that the grace of God is some in- 
visible influence which turns a person from a sinner to a 
saint; that it is the unmerited favor of God. But how dif- 
ferent is the true meaning as given by Paul! 

The man or woman who does not believe in the second 
coming of Christ does not believe in the grace of God, 
for Paul says in the next verse, “Looking for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of .. . our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” If looking for His glorious appearing, we will 
purify ourselves by this grace, this truth, and then Christ 
at His coming will redeem us. 


Grace and Gospel — Parallel Terms 


Again in I Cor. 15:1, 2, Paul tells us this grace or 
truth, this gospel, will save us. “Moreover, brethren, I 
declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, 
which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; by 
which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I 
preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.” This 
grace or gospel will save us if we keep it in memory and 
do. Christ will come and bring us eternal life. This gospel, 
if we keep it, will save us; and the grace of God will save 
us. Let us not forget what Paul said in Rom. 1: 16, “I am 
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth.” What 
is the power of God unto salvation? The gospel; it is the 
true grace of God, and it converts and saves us if we 
continue in it to the end. 

In Eph. 2: 6, 7, we are told that God “hath raised us up 
together,”—by the power of this grace, or truth, the gos- 
pel—‘“‘and made us sit together in heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus: that in the ages to come he might show the 
exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us 
through Christ Jesus.” It is in the ages to come, the glori- 
ous age when Christ comes the second time, He will show 
the exceeding riches of this grace. 

Again in verse 8 we read: “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift 
of God.” We are saved by keeping this grace, by obeying 
this gospel, by keeping it in memory and purifying our- 
selves through obedience to this glorious truth. It is not 
of ourselves, for eternal life is a gift; we do not have to 
pay for it. God will give it to us free, if we are worthy. 

Then he says in verse 9, “Not of works, lest any man 
should boast.” This is the verse the false teachers wrest, 
more than any other, to their destruction. But let us ask, 


what works? The works of our own nature, which Paul 
enumerates in the first of the chapter, the things we did 
when we walked after the course of this world, fulfilling 
the desires of the flesh and of the mind. By their teach- 
ings they array the 9th verse against the 10th, which 
states the kind of works that will save. “For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in 
them.” It was God’s foreordination that His children 
should walk in good works to be saved. 

Paul teaches, “Let him that stole steal no more”; let 
him cease to do evil and do good works. Paul was a Jew, 
and he was showing his people that they were not under 
the law of Moses, as it ended when Christ came. The law 
of Moses was only a national law added to the law of 
faith when the Israelites were in the Wilderness. But 
even after it ceased by limitation the Jews still wanted to 
cling to it, and so made it their own works. Paul told 
them in Acts 13: 38, 39, “Be it known unto you therefore, 
men and brethren, that through this man [Christ] is 
preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: and by him 
all that believe are justified from all things, from which 
ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.” Here Paul 
is telling them that they could not be justified by the law 
of Moses; they could not gain eternal life through keep- 
ing the Ten Commandments, no more than we today 
could gain eternal life through keeping the law of our 
land; for the Mosaic law was only a national law to the 
Israelites as is the law of our land to us. 

Under the law of Moses they had circumcision in force; 
and when that law ceased, circumcision ended. So when 
Paul was speaking in Eph. 2:9, he had reference to 
works of the Mosaic law, and also works of our own 
mind. God never said that we should say our prayers on 
beads, or get on our knees for any certain length of time; 
that is man’s work. But “we are his workmanship, cre- 
ated in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them.” Works of 
the flesh are what God has commanded we should cease 
from; but He ordained that we should walk in good 
works. 

Paul tells us that when we walked according to the 
flesh, according to our natural desires, we were without 
God. “That at that time ye were without Christ, being 
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and with- 
out God in the world.” Before a person becomes acquainted 
with God’s saving grace or gospel he cannot claim mem- 
bership in the commonwealth of Israel. Nationality or 
station in life cannot alienate from that select group, but 
only ignorance of God’s law and failure to be law-abiding. 


Blood and The Words that I Speak — Parallel Terms 


We read further in Eph. 2:13, “But now, in Christ 
Jesus, ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by 
the blood of Christ.” Now what is this blood by which we 
are made nigh and become children of God? Let us re- 
member the rule given by Paul in I Cor. 2: 18, “Which 
things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wis- 
dom teacheth . . . comparing spiritual things with spirit- 
ual.” When people read about blood in the Scriptures, 
they invariably think it refers to literal blood; and when 
they read that men have to die, they think that it always 
refers to natural death. They refuse to compare “spiritual 
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things with spiritual,” and thus pass along in ignorance 
of these grand and glorious truths of God. 

There was literal blood in the type, as we find by read- 
ing Lev. 17:11, “The life of the flesh is in the blood.” 
Literal life is in the literal blood; so the words of truth, 
the spiritual blood of the new covenant, will give eternal 
life to every one who will eat every word of God. It was 
literal in the type, but spiritual in the antitype. 

In the 6th chapter of John we read that some of the 
disciples thought Jesus had reference to His literal blood 
when He said, “Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, 
and drink his blood, ye have no life in you,” and in order 
to correct them He said, “The flesh profiteth nothing: the 
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are 
life.’ The spiritual blood is what will profit. The false 
teachers have made a mystery of the plain teachings of 
the Prophets, Apostles, and Jesus. Is it not a mystery to 
believe that literal blood can in any way cleanse from sin? 
And is it not a great mystery to believe that the deeds of 
a righteous man can make you or me clean; that there 
can be any justification except by becoming just? 

Turn to Hebrews 9, which contains some of these deep 
sayings of the Apostle Paul and which the unlearned and 
unstable have wrested to their own destruction. Here he 
first tells about the Mosaic law. They had a sanctuary 
and priests under the law, with their rites and cere- 
monies, “which,” says Paul in verses 9—12, “was a figure 
for the time then present, in which were offered both 
gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the 
service perfect ... which stood only in meats and drinks, 
and divers washings, and carnal ordinances. ... But 
Christ being come a high priest of good things to come, 
by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with 
hands ... neither by the blood of goats and calves, but 
by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption.” 

What blood is this that will give us eternal redemp- 
tion? If we read the theological writings of all the de- 
nominations, we find they teach that it is the literal blood 
of Christ shed on Calvary. We might be washed in an 
ocean of literal blood and would be more filthy when we 
came out than when we went in. 

In Hebrews 12: 24 we read of the blood to which he 
refers, “And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, 
and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things 
than that of Abel.” Cain shed the literal blood of Abel, 
but this spiritual blood of the new covenant speaks better 
things. The next verse shows what this blood is: “See 
that ye refuse not him that speaketh.” Remember again 
the words of Jesus: “The flesh profiteth nothing: the 
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are 
life.” This is the blood of sprinkling that speaketh bet- 
ter things than that of Abel. 


Blood Sanctifies — What Blood? 


The same blessed truth is taught in Hebrews 13: 12, 
“Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people 
with his own blood, suffered without the gate.” What 
blood will sanctify? Listen to Jesus’ own words in John 
17:17, “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is 
truth.” His own blood, this word of truth, will sanctify 
and make clean, even as He is pure. In the type the 
priests sprinkled the literal blood; so in the antitype this 
spiritual blood, the words of eternal life, must be sprin- 


kled upon us. It is “here a little and there a little’ from 
the Prophets, Apostles, and Jesus. Isaiah says: “Wash 
you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings 
from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do well.” 
Jeremiah proclaims: “Wash thine heart from wickedness, 
that thou mayest be saved. How long shall thy vain 
thoughts lodge within thee?” Jesus says: “Now ye are 
clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. ... 
If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall 
ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.” 

A lesson on the spiritual is taught in John 4: 31—34. 
The disciples said to Jesus, “Master, eat.” But He an- 
swered them, “I have meat to eat that ye know not of. 
Therefore said the disciples one to another, Hath any 
man brought him aught to eat? Jesus saith unto them, 
My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to 
finish his work.” The disciples thought He referred to 
literal food, but He did not; He meant the words of eter- 
nal life, the meat which came down from heaven. 

This meat, this bread, is called Christ, as is clearly 
shown in I Cor. 10: 1-4, “Moreover, brethren, I would 
not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers 
were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; 

.. and did all eat the same spiritual meat; and did all 
drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that 
spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was 
Christ.” Not the literal, personal Christ; but the won- 
drous Truth called Christ. This Christ the Truth is also 
spoken of in Col. 1: 27, “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 
All the faithful will eat this meat, this spiritual Christ, 
which, in other words, is to be washed in the spiritual 
blood of the Lamb. 


Blood Whitens Robes — What Blood? 


That great number taken out during the thousand-year 
reign of Christ, the subjects of the Kingdom, will all have 
to wash in this same spiritual blood. When John the Rev- 
elator saw in vision this great multitude, he asked, “What 
are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence 
came they?” The answer was, “These are they which 
came out of [Ek, beyond] great tribulation, and have 
washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb.” Would a literal robe come forth white if 
washed in literal blood? No, it would come forth rec as 
crimson! But a spiritual robe, washed in the spiritual 
blood of the Lamb, will come forth pure and white. 

We read further in Heb. 9:14, “How much more shall 
the blood of Christ . . . purge your conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God?” Literal blood or literal 
death cannot purge our conscience from dead works; but 
the spiritual blood, the words of eternal life, can make 
us clean and pure. “And for this cause he is the mediator 
of the new testament, that by means of death . . . they 
which are called might receive the promise of eternal in- 
heritance.” By means of death; what death? The false 
teachers have taught that this death refers to the literal 
death of Christ on a literal cross, and thus have wrested 
the words of the beloved Paul. 

In Romans 6, beginning with verse 6, the Apostle will 
tell us what death Christ died and which we also must 
die in order to gain an eternal inheritance. “Knowing 
this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body 
of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Another Man Wanted! 


NOTHER man wanted! Another man wanted!” 
Amid the wild breakers are shipwrecked mari- 
ners. The lifeboat is waiting to be launched, but the crew 
is not complete. Who will go? Who will risk his life in 
the effort to save another? 

“Another man wanted! Who will go?” 

Seldom has such an appeal been in vain. There are 
brave men who are always ready to make the effort to 
deliver their fellows from a watery grave. Taking their 
lives in their hands, they will go forth courageously into 
the storm-tossed deep to perform their errand of mercy. 


And who is ready to go to the spiritual need of ship- 
wrecked souls? Where is the enthusiasm for saving those 
who are floundering about on a stormy sea, men “tossed 
to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doc- 
trine’? We behold them, “aliens from the commonwealth 
of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, 
having no hope, and without God in the world.” They 
need someone to carry to them the glad tidings, to point 
them to the way of salvation, to toss them the lifeline, to 
lend them a helping hand! 

Who will spend his life to succor those in spiritual 
need? Another man is wanted! 

You are incapable? Too weak? Too tired? Too busy? 
Too many responsibilities? Have not the time? 

No! You are the man! You are needed right now— 
yes, this very day—to help save those souls who are per- 
ishing on the sea of nations! 

Oh, rouse thee, Christian! Let not lethargy rob you 
of your privilege, or blind you to your responsibility. 
You have the means of their salvation within your hands. 
You have the lifeline. Throw it out to the needy! 


“Throw out the life-line across the dark wave, 
There is a brother whom someone should save.” 


Shrink not at the thought of self-denial! Let your arms 
be strong; let your heart be brave and firm; let your eye 
be steady! 


“Careful, Christian, on life’s ocean! 
Rocks are hiding ’neath the foam.” 


When the sea is rough the boat must be kept straight, 
nosed right into the middle of the wave. If not on guard, 
it will be swept sideways into the trough of the waves, 
and we shall be in danger of being swamped. There is no 
time for daydreaming. As we strain and pull at the oars 
hours on end, we may be tempted to ask, What is the use 
of forever buffeting these waves? 

Take heart! The end will abundantly justify the means. 
Look ahead to the glory and honor to be bestowed when 
the lifeboat at last comes into harbor with the rescued 
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souls on board. What rejoicing if there is just one star 
in the crown of each man on board! He has won the great 
struggle through a raging sea to save himself and an- 
other. When the lifeboat returns with its precious crew, 
what a song of praise will ring out along the shore for 
those who have listened to the captain’s call to push out 
the lifeboat to save storm-tossed souls from the sinking 
wreck! 

That will be something to work for. But now let us look 
more closely to the work at hand. 

Before we start on our rescue mission, we must first 
of all bind on the lifebelt of faith; for it will keep us 
afloat at all times. 


“Oh for a faith that will not shrink, 
Though pressed by many a foe, 
That will not tremble on the brink 

Of poverty or woe.” 


We must read, think, and do the things that build 
faith, for “faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God” (Rom. 10:17). We must speak often one 
to another of divine things, thus helping and encouraging 
our fellow seamen. We can also sing our faith; a song 
can be as uplifting as a prayer. 

The spiritual waves were dashing high about Paul 
and Silas as they sat within the prison cell in Philippi, 
with their feet fast in the stocks and their backs bruised 
and sore from the wounds of the lash. Yet they lifted 
their voices in praise to God. They had faith that every- 
thing would come out all right. They made the walls of 
that prison cell ring. Yes, they believed that “all things 
work together for good to them that love God”! They 
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believed that when the sky is dark, and the clouds are 
full of thunder, it is time to “Rejoice in the Lord always, 
and again I say, rejoice” (Phil. 4: 4). 

Not only faith in our mission, but also faith in our 
captain is necessary. Beware of those who have never 
sailed the sea and yet feel they know best how to steer 
the craft. Such men are not wanted! Among the rescue 
crew in a time of stress and storm there must be un- 
broken unity. Our own safety, the safety of those on 
board, and those we wish to rescue, depends upon our 
co-operation, our subordination, our obedience. 


“God is calling yet, oh, hear Him calling yet!” 


The crew on the rescue ship of Zion is now nearly com- 
plete. That vacant place is for you! The Captain needs 
you! Does not your heart thrill at the wonderful oppor- 
tunity? 

“Another man wanted!” 

Is our answer strong and ready, 

“Here am I! Send me!’’? 





PURITY OF CHARACTER 


WRITER told of going down with a party into a 

coal mine. On the side of the gangway they ob- 
served a plant whose blossoms were perfectly white. The 
visitors were astonished that there, where the coal dust 
was continually circulating, this little plant could re- 
main so clean and spotless. A miner, who was with them, 
took a handful of black dust and threw it on the plant, 
but not a particle adhered to it. There was a wonderful 
enamel on the plant to which not even the finest speck 
could cling. Growing there, amid clouds of dust, nothing 
could stain its snowy whiteness. 

White is emblematic of purity, of what every Chris- 
tian’s life should be—spotless, pure, clean. Although liv- 
ing in the world, amid unholy influences, it is possible, 
like that little plant, to keep ourselves so pure that not 
a particle of the evil around us can cleave to us. It is 
possible to have a character undefiled. 

But our character does not by nature have an enamel 
finish. However, God has provided us with a cloak of 
righteousness which we may put on, a robe of fine linen, 
clean and white, to which, as long as we wear it, and keep 
it in perfect repair, no evil can cling. 

But it takes constant vigilance to keep our robe white. 
If we do anything that is contrary to the will of God, 
it will dull the whiteness of our character. A little root of 
bitterness held against someone, or a bit of self-seeking, 
will make a rough spot on our robe, creating a surface 
where the dust of the world can cling. 

We can resist the grime of iniquity only as the mind 
and heart are clean within. Therefore let us be candid 
with ourselves. Making no excuses, let us ferret every 
recess of the heart, probing to the bottom with a deter- 
mination to know our besetments, to look at ourselves 
stripped of every disguise. And let us face what we find. 
Every defect must not only be acknowledged, but must 
also be repaired if we would keep free from blemishes 
of fleshly dust. 

Are there idols in this heart of ours? Are there “Baby- 


lonish garments” hidden away? Does pride, envy, jeal- 
ousy, anger, or malice lurk within? Have we a love for 
the world, a desire for the praise of man? If so, our inner 
chambers need to be cleansed. 

We may be self-deceived; but no matter how thorough- 
ly an evil is hidden from our eyes, covered over from 
our sight, the impurity is there. On the other hand, we 
may recognize the presence of some evil within and re- 
fuse to acknowledge it. We may steadily ignore it, may 
persist in declarations of consecration and surrender, 
may even perform with increased earnestness our reli- 
gious duties, so that we appear to have reached a posi- 
tion of almost certain victory, yet inwardly be suffering 
spiritual defeats. Only an inward cleansing of every evil 
will avail. Our garment will not gleam with sparkling 
beauty until the wrong is repaired. 

That little flower was a joy to all the miners, in fact, to 
everyone who saw it. 

What is our example and influence? Do we bring joy 
to those around us? Within the family circle, and in our 
business dealings, is our life transparent, pure, and white, 
cheering and inspiring, like that little flower? 

The test of true character is what we do when every 
restraint is removed. If a thing is right to do, do it; but 
if it is wrong, let it have no power of temptation over 
us. If we would deliberately fail to help a weaker pil- 
grim in the right direction, if we would intentionally 
withhold in any way correction or advice, and thus allow 
him to fall, so that we might be exalted, so that we might 
show how firm and steadfast we stand, be sure that our 
robe of righteousness will never cover so base an act. 

Every sin, though seemingly trivial, is a spot upon our 
character, which no robe can ever hide. 

While God mercifully extends the days of our proba- 
tion, we have the opportunity to eliminate the evils that 
now mar our character. In that coming Day, when our 
Master looks upon us, may we be covered over with a 
robe pure and white, a robe that remains untarnished 
though handfuls of dust be cast upon us. 





SALVATION 


(Continued from page 5) 


serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin.” The 
“old man” must die; we must crucify the flesh “with the 
affections and lusts.” Speaking of Jesus, Paul says: “for 
in that he died, he died unto sin once. .. . Likewise reckon 
ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive 
unto God.” Christ died to sin, and we must follow in His 
footsteps; die to sin as He died. 

In the type, under the law, there was no forgiveness 
without the taking of life, the shedding of blood; and in 
the antitype there must be a death, a taking of life, be- 
fore there is forgiveness. But instead of its being literal 
death, it is to die to sin, to kill the old man. It is literal 
in the type but spiritual in the antitype. So it is appointed 
to every member of this one new man to die to sin. 

Thus we find that Ephesians 2: 1—13, a passage gross- 
ly misunderstood by the religious world at large, teaches 
that salvation is obtainable by the grace or gospel of 
God, and by the blood—‘“the words that I speak”— 
which demand the death to sin. 
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Parting Admonition 


from PROPHET to PRINCE © 


Even if familiar with Biblical history, we may easily 
overlook the fact that the great prophets, JEREMIAH and 
DANIEL, were contemporaries, and, in all likelihood, in- 
timate acquaintances. JEREMIAH’S recorded activity, which 
had been in progress for twenty-one years at the time of 
the following incident, was at the royal court of Jeru- 
salem, where DANIEL’S youth was spent. It is extremely 
unlikely that two men of such similar tastes and destinies 
would not have been drawn together, and we feel safe 
in assuming that the virtuous young prince would be an 
eager disciple of the stern old prophet. 

In the third year of Jehoiakim’s reign, the Captivity 
had begun, and hostages from the king’s household were 
sent to Babylon, among whom were DANIEL and his three 


JEREMIAH 
And so it is, my son, that you must go 
With morning’s light to Babylon afar. 
Ah, dark the day! Yet still we must be strong. 
More unto me, O DANIEL, have you been, 
Than sons or daughters. As I’ve watched you grow, 
Have seen your thirst for wisdom, seen your life 
Of holiness in a world grown all corrupt, 
Many and fond have been my dreams 
Of your bright future as Jehovah’s man; 
As prophet in the court to cry aloud 
’Gainst Israel’s sins; to bring them back to God 
Where I have failed. Yea, even it could be 
Upon the throne as king the Lord might place 
You, and a better day should dawn. And now—and 
now— 
My dreams must end. It was not so to be. 


DANIEL 
My father, what can I say? Your help, 
Your loving guidance, and your wisdom great, 
Your patience and the pattern of your life 
Have long been my ideal, though unworthy 
Of the love of JEREMIAH I may be. 
Ah, surely this can never be the end! 
It cannot be that we must part for aye! 


JEREMIAH 
For aye or for a season, I know not, 
For we are slaves, and I am old, and you 
Are young. Our fate is in Jehovah’s hands, 
O DANIEL, judgment of the living God, 
Be true, be true wherever you may go. 
Babylon, the center of all vice and sin, 
The home of idols foul, of darkness gross, 
Will tempt thee; and the palace of the king 
Has many pitfalls. Would that it were I 
Could take your place. 


DANIEL 
Nay, father, fear not. Though I am weak 
Your words have made me strong—strong to resist 
Whatever Babylon may offer. I love it not, 
Nor shall I. 


well-known friends. JEREMIAH was destined to remain 
in Jerusalem for nineteen years more, serving Jehovah 
and Judah as a national conscience and wise counselor, 
until the destruction of the city and deportation of its 
inhabitants by the armies of Nebuchadnezzar. 

The scene portrays the last meeting of the two great 
characters on the night before DANIEL’s departure for 
the great heathen metropolis with its glamour and its 
temptations. The advice of his spiritual mentor is time- 
less, and may well be taken to heart by a youth faced 
today by a Babylon no less corrupt and no less alluring. 
Fortunate indeed is the young person who has access to 
such counsel, and wise indeed the one who heeds it and 
lives by it. 


JEREMIAH 
Forget not, DANIEL, why this trial has come. 
Our nation’s sins have brought us low, and now 
To exile we must go. If we submit 
We may be spared to dwell within our land 
For many years, while you and your companions, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, princes all 
Of Judah’s royal house, and kinsmen yours, 
Languish as hostages in Babylon. 


DANIEL 
Then, my father, I shall think of us 
As sacrifices for our nation’s good. 


JEREMIAH 
Yea, rather, ambassadors are ye all, 
For ye are but the first to go; the rest 
Will come in time, for they will not submit. 
The lesson must be taught in fire and blood 
And long captivity. What I shall be 
Or do, I know not, but Jehovah will protect 
And still provide. It may be we shall meet 
Upon Euphrates’ banks, as captives all. 


DANIEL 


But you will write me 
Words of counsel and of courage? 


JEREMIAH 
Yea, no caravan or post 
Shall go from Zion unto Babylon 
Without my letter. And you must write. 


DANIEL 
The time grows short, my father; tell me more. 
Give me thy counsel wise, that I may keep 
True to the faith of Abraham of old, 
The faith that keeps thee steadfast as a rock 
Mid all the storms which shake our world. If only 
I may be like thee, my cup will then be full. 


JEREMIAH 


Your talents, DANIEL, and your training long 
Lay on you great responsibility, 
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A duty to your God and to your friends 

Who look to you as leader. Fail them not. 
Beware of Babylon’s impurity; 

Let not the glitter of her costly show 

Or outward honors which may come to you 
Cause you to compromise with evil. 

A perfect life knows no compromise, Never once 
Yield to ungoverned curiosity, 

For Babylon’s depraved and doomed; let her alone. 
Touch not, taste not, handle not of hers. 
Decay comes slowly and insidiously, 

And man is self-deceived; what he thinks right 
May be the blackest wrong. Only the Law 

Of God can be the standard; cling to that; 
Read it daily, and never fail to pray 

For thine own self, and for thy nation, too, 
That Israel may repent and turn to God. 

And if the spirit of Jehovah speaks to thee 

By vision or by angel’s voice or hand 

(Ah, DANIEL, how I’ve longed for thee to be 

A prophet, to take up the work that I 

Must soon lay down), then listen and obey. 


DANIEL 

Tonight I feel thy strength within me burn 

And strong I feel to stand against all sin, 

Even in Babylon. Yet well I know 

That time can wear me down, and things at hand 
Seem greater than the things which really count; 
And I must watch. 


JEREMIAH 
This, DANIEL, is thy opportunity 
To witness for Jehovah. Think! the eyes 
Of Israel are upon thee, as the envoy 
And representative of our holy faith. 
And Babylon, too, will watch thee narrowly, 
And judge our God by what you say and do. 


DANIEL 
I know—I know. 


JEREMIAH 


In a dry and thirsty land, you and your fellows 
Are springs of living water. Keep it pure. 


DANIEL 
Give me thy blessing, father, ere I go. 


JEREMIAH 


O God, the living God of Abraham, 

Of Isaac and of Israel our sires, 

Bless with Thy richest blessing this Thy man, 
Thy messenger and Thy ambassador. 

Keep him in time of danger safe from harm, 
Keep him in all temptations pure from sin. 
Give him, if such shall be Thy gracious will, 

A double portion of Thy wisdom great, 

That he may be a light in Babylon, 

And down the years untracked his words may shine 
A light of prophecy to guide the steps 

Of generations that are yet unborn. 

Give him*Thy spirit and Thy peace divine, 
And holiness, that when Messiah comes, 

He may, with all Thy faithful ones, arise 

To share Thy Kingdom through eternal years. 


Musings of the Editor 


HERE is no worthwhile accomplishment in life that 

does not require pressure. Men must train for a high 
station in life; they must prepare for greatness. This effort 
toward their goal must be constant and vigorous. Any let- 
down means failure, and another will take the coveted posi- 
tion. 

Speaking of the Kingdom, Jesus declared, “Every man 
’ presseth into it.” All who desire life in that 
Pressing blest abode, press eagerly toward their goal. 
On There can be no drifting, no idle or passive 

waiting for the end. While the day of salva- 
tion lasts we must continue our pressure. 

Through the past centuries many have had a vision of the 
Kingdom to come, and had a desire to live therein. But the 
majority did not have the qualifications to continue their 
pressure to the end. They started out all right; when things 
were easy they were willing to stay in the Way. But when 
difficulties were encountered they relaxed and began to drift. 

But we must learn to press on at all times against the wiles 
of the old carnal nature. The pressure must be so constant 
and vigorous that all our wayward inclinations will be over- 
come. As long as sin lingers within or temptation lures from 
without, the pressing must not cease. Rather, we must con- 
tinue pressing on until we leave behind the sins of humanity 
and stand at last in the Kingdom of our Lord. 





OBITUARY 
ROBERT L. PORTER 


With sorrow we note the passing of Robert L. Porter 
of Alva, Okla., who fell asleep in death on April 10. Our 
brother had been a devoted reader of THE MEGIDDO 
MEsSAGE for thirty-three years. He always received our 
missionaries heartily, and never did he tire of searching 
for others with whom he might share the glad tidings 
of the Kingdom. 

To those who mourn we extend our sincerest sympathy, 
and our comfort of the Scriptures: “The Lord himself 


shall descend from heaven . . . and the dead in Christ 
shall rise.” 





Oh! that mine eyes might closed be 
To what concerns me not to see; 
That deafness might possess my ear 
To what concerns me not to hear: 
That truth my tongue might ever tie 
From speaking words of vanity: 
That no vain thought might ever rest 
Or be conceived within my breast; 
So that in deed and word and thought, 
Glory may unto God be wrought. 
But what are wishes? Lord, mine eye 
Is fixed on Thee, to Thee I cry! 
Cleanse, Lord, and purify my heart 
And make it clean in every part; 
Oh help me then to keep it pure, 
From sin’s defilements be secure! 
—Sel. and alt. 
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Meditations 
On the Wo aud 


“Take heed that ye do not your alms [righteousness, mar- 
gin] before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no 
reward of your Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 6:1). 


A wise and faithful servant of these last days once 
said: “It is a fruit that grows on every tree, this—the 
desire to receive honor of men.” It begins in early child- 
hood, develops in youth, and flourishes—openly or secret- 
ly—in adults. In our natural state exceptions, if any, 
are rare; and a great conversion of our ways is necessary 
before we can do all things for God’s sake. 

Despite the fact that God’s Word so frequently warns 
against seeking the honor or fair speeches of men, pro- 
fessing Christians are ever prone to this stealthy evil. 
Individuals who make appearances in public, be they 
orators, musicians, actors, etc., because of the exercise 
of some gift of the mind which is supposed to hold forth 
the inner worth of a man, are susceptible to this evil. 
When their work merits and draws applause it is because 
of weakness in character that they, flattered by the sub- 
tlety and pleasingness of praise, rest content with that. 

Honor and praise are permissible where they are due, 
and in their proper place. It is commendable to express 
appreciation for work well done, and to the performer or 
doer of worthy deeds it is encouraging to know his efforts 
are appreciated. The line must be drawn, however, and 
we must hold ourselves in check. Natural inclinations, 
self-will, hope of carnal reward and selfish desires are 
always tempting and may turn work which seems chari- 
table to mere work of the flesh. 

Jesus was quick to denounce outward show in the 
Pharisees or among His chosen ones. The Pharisees’ 
abundant contribution to the treasury in the temple was 
quickly denounced when it was done with a wrong mo- 
tive; nor did Peter’s boastful intentions escape Jesus’ 
disapproval. 

Then, take the case of the angel, or minister, of the 
church of Sardis. Jesus’ message to him was: “Thou hast 
a name that thou livest, and art dead” (Rev. 3:1). What 
was the trouble? Undoubtedly his preaching was all right, 
his message was all truth and well presented to his peo- 
ple. He worked hard, was a student and prepared his 
lectures until he had them polished to perfection. Thus 
his fame spread; he was known abroad throughout all 
Asia. But something was wrong. 

He had a name that he lived—that was all. Take away 
those fair speeches and praises of men and he would be 
as dead; he would not keep up his good work. Praise and 
popularity are dangerous. For all this man’s effort, be- 
fore God he was dead. He lived before men, sought their 
plaudits, and overlooked the more necessary part, that of 
pleasing God. How different would have been his rating 
before God had he followed Paul’s example and motto: 
“If I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of 
Christ” (Gal. 1:10)! 

Human nature is like that. Dose a man sufficiently with 


praise and popularity and unless he is exceedingly care- 
ful he will fall asleep spiritually. He will work and sac- 
rifice and give freely of his substance to the Lord as long 
as men know it and praise him for it. He is happy as a 
king the day he receives his soul-intoxicating praise, and 
will go about pleasantly throughout the day, whatever 
the circumstance. But he must have his dram of praise 
again the next day or he will be hard to live with. The 
world looks dark as midnight to the man who does not 
get his accustomed praise. Remember King Saul when 
the maidens sang: “Saul hath slain his thousands, and 
David his ten thousands’’? 

An incident has been related about an able missionary 
worker who took upon herself more work than she could 
conveniently handle—work which others were able to do 
and could have helped with. At the close of the day, in 
the presence of a gathered group she threw herself into 
a chair and said: “I’m tired to extinction!” She was mak- 
ing a living martyr of herself before the gathered group, 
and enjoying it hugely. This is one type of behavior 
which Jesus condemned. 

It is well to work and when necessary to bear more 
than one’s share of the burden, but it is not a manifesta- 
tion of good Christian conduct to covet praise. 

It is good to give to the Lord’s treasury whether of 
our abundance or of our meager possessions; but give, 
not to be praised of men as a liberal giver, but that God’s 
work may be furthered. 

It is good to study and to be able to present the Word 
of God to those who seek its truths, whether by our skill 
in oratory or writing; but be sure you seek only their sal- 
vation through every sentence you speak or write. 

It is good, by musical ability, vocal or instrumental, 
by dramatic acting, by works of art, to take captive the 
attention of the crowds; only do so in order to take their 
hearts captive, not for ourselves but for God. 

Jesus warned over and over that they who sought the 
fair speeches of men could not also secure the favor and 
reward of God. Many, in fact, will appear at the final 
Judgment only to learn they have already had their re- 
ward. They sought the plaudits of men, and received 
them—it is all they shall have. “They have their reward,” 
is Jesus’ familiar expression in Matthew 6. 

When we remember in how many ways our Perfect 
Example suffered detraction and misrepresentation, and 
that He did not attempt to please the masses, we wonder 
where our senses are when we take such pains to please 
men. And, again, when we are criticised we hasten to de- 
fend and excuse ourselves and attempt to make our be- 
havior appear better than it is. Who are we, and what do 
we imagine to gain by pleasing worms like ourselves, or 
being praised! Should we be blamed by all men, what is 
that if only we stand blameless before the Judge of all. 
Further, when our conduct is criticised, do we not find 
that the whole truth of our evil is not disclosed, and that, 
though our accusers were wrong or exaggerating in cer- 
tain particulars, we had offended God much more in 
other matters that our accusers know nothing about? 

When our life is wholly yielded to God we shall not 
mind by-passing the praises of men. The man who is not 
wholly yielded to God, who feels uncertain about God’s 
reward, is the one who tries to get the attention of men 
by every little thing he does. But when the central theme 
of life is fixed, our concern will be to please God alone. 





Your Questions Answered 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies will be sent to Biblical 
questions to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


What do you believe the heavenly home consists of? From 
some readings, it seems God’s Kingdom is occupied by Him- 
self and Jesus only—with a possibility of some saints enter- 


ing. Are there any other kingdoms for all those others who 
are saved souls? 


The first question is definitely too large an “order” for 
any mortal man. We read in I Cor. 2:9, “Eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart 
of man, the things which God hath prepared for them 
that love him.” 

Certain features, however, are revealed, and there is 
no harm in speculating on the glories of the future. We 
know positively that the “heavenly home” shall be on 
this earth. See Matt. 5:5; Rev. 5:9, 10; Psalm 37. De- 
tails are given in such passages as Isaiah 35 and 33: 24; 
Luke 20:36; Micah 4: 1—4; Rev. 21: 1—4, and many 
others. 

As for the Kingdom being the home of God and Jesus 
only, we must not forget that the heavenly Kingdom fills 
the limitless universe—countless billions of glorified 
worlds filled with immortal beings who have in their own 
spheres worked out their salvation as we are now doing. 
There is no trace of loneliness there! Paul tells us in 
Eph. 3:11, 14, 15, of the “whole family in heaven and 
earth,” and states that the Divine plan on this planet is 
not the whole purpose, but according to His eternal pur- 
pose. Some day our world, its probation completed, shail 
be glorified and shine forth like the visible planets, its 
inhabitants reflecting the glory of God (Daniel 12:3). 


Was any man or woman ever saved at an evangelistic 
service? 


No. There is no such thing as instant salvation. It 
saves from neither sin, sickness, nor death. 

There are three steps to salvation. First, one must read 
and comprehend the will of God, becoming mentally one 
with Him (Eph. 3: 4). Then must follow the doing of His 
will, becoming morally like Him (Matt. 5: 48). Then, at 
Christ’s return, He will bestow immortality, making the 
Christian physically one with Him (Phil. 3:20, 21). 

Preparing for salvation is the work of a lifetime; it 
is a growth into holiness. When the preparation is com- 
plete, Christ will come and save us. (Read Isa. 25:9; 
35:4; 40:10; II Pet. 1: 13.) 


Please interpret Deuteronomy 28. Is it for us today? 


This chapter is simply a detailed statement of the eter- 
nal principle laid down in ch. 11: 26—28, “Behold, I set 
before you this day a blessing and a curse: a blessing, if 
ye obey the commandments of the Lord your God, which 
I command you this day: and a curse if ye will not obey 
...” The principle has never changed. 

The “curses” enumerated were literally fulfilled upon 
the Jewish nation because of its apostasy, by the As- 
syrians, the Babylonians, and, finally, the Romans. The 
Jewish chronicler, Flavius Josephus, testifies in horrible 
detail to the fulfillment of the predictions in ch. 28: 49—- 
57, during that terrible siege and overthrow by Titus, 
A. D. 70. 
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PERSONAL 





CURRENT 


Is there a lesson for us? Yes, indeed. Read Heb. 2: 2, 3, 
“For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and 
every transgression and disobedience received a just rec- 
ompense of reward, how shall we escape if we neglect so 
great salvation?” 


Is the prophecy in Acts 2: 17—20 for our time? 


This passage reads, “And it shall come to pass in the 
last days, saith God, I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams: .. . And I will show wonders in 
heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; ... The 
sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into 
blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord 
come.” 

These things are definitely for the future. The records 
of the past do not reveal any such fulfillment. Never has 
the power of the Holy Spirit been poured out upon “all 
flesh.” Pentecost, A. D. 33, was a strictly limited mani- 
festation, the “former rain” of Joel 2: 23, defined from 
the original word as “a sprinkling rain.” The fulfillment 
of the portion quoted from Joel by Peter, which consti- 
tutes your question, is the “latter rain,” or “copious rain 
before the harvest,” which shall come with the appearing 
of the Prophet Elijah as the forerunner of Christ’s Sec- 
ond Advent (Matt. 17:11; John 14:12). We live in the 
“last days,” to be sure, but the last days have not yet 
ended, and greater things are to come. The manifesta- 
tions in the “heavens” and “earth” are not physical phe- 
nomena, but movements in the political universe. 

The “pentecost” which certain emotional sects offer 
as fulfillment of these glorious prophecies is a weak and 


obvious counterfeit, and of such our Lord says, “Believe 
them not.” 


Is the earth to be a charred desert for a thousand years, 
as the Seventh-day Adventists teach? 


No. The thousand-year reign of Christ and the saints 
is to be on the earth, not in heaven (Rev. 20: 1—4; 5:9, 
10). This glorious reign is to be over the mortal] nations 
of earth, for the purpose of preparing the subjects of 
the Kingdom of God, the “kings and priests” having 
been developed during the 6,000-year “day of salvation.” 
The happy condition of this class of probationers is beau- 
tifully described in Isaiah 65: 17—25. Note that there 
will be death in the world (v. 20), but not premature, 
violent or painful. Not until the eternal Eighth Day 
dawns and the Kingdom is finished, will death be abol- 
ished and Rev. 21:4 fulfilled. 

The Seventh-day Adventists cite Isaiah 24 as their 
authority for this error. This chapter is definitely hyper- 
bolic in style, but plainly qualified in v. 6: “. . . there- 
fore the inhabitants of the earth are burned [or de- 
stroyed] and few men left.” It does not say, “no men 
left,” but “few men left”—the “third part” (Zech. 13: 
8) who survive the judgments of God by submission and 
so become the nucleus of the innumerable multitude de- 
scribed in Rev. 7:9, 17, who are servants before, not on 
the Throne. At the end of the Millennium there will be 
a second resurrection and judgment for their benefit 
(Rev. 20:5). With both rulers and subjects made im- 
mortal, the Eternal’s purpose on this planet (Numbers 
14: 21) shall be fully realized. 
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RELIGION AND DOCTRINE 


He stood before the Sanhedrin; 

The scowling rabbis gazed at him. 

He recked not of their praise or blame; 
There was no fear, there was no shame, 
For one upon whose dazzled eyes 

The whole world poured its vast surprise. 
The open heaven was far too near, 

His first day’s light too sweet and clear, 
To let him waste his new-gained ken 

On the hate-clouded face of men. 


But still they questioned, Who art thou? 
What hast thou been? What art thou now? 
Thou art not he who yesterday 

Sat here and begged beside the way; 

For he was blind. 


And I am he; 
For I was blind, but now I see. 


He told the story o’er and o’er; 

It was his full heart’s only lore; 

A prophet on the Sabbath-day 

Had touched his sightless eyes with clay, 
And made him see, who had been blind. 
Their words passed by him like the wind, 
Which raves and howls, but cannot shock 
The hundred-fathom-rooted rock. 


Their threats and fury all went wide; 
They could not touch his Hebrew pride. 
Their sneers at Jesus and His band, 
Nameless and homeless in the land, 
Their boasts of Moses and his Lord, 
All could not change him by one word. 
“I know not what this man may be, 
Sinner or saint; but as for me, 

One thing I know, that I am he 

Who once was blind, and now I see.” 


They were all doctors of renown, 
The great men of a famous town, 


With deep brows, wrinkled, broad, and wise, 


Beneath their wide phylacteries; 

The wisdom of the east was theirs, 

And honor crowned their silver hairs. 
The man they jeered and laughed to scorn 
Was unlearned, poor, and humbly born; 
But he knew better far than they 

What came to him that Sabbath-day; 
And what the Christ had done to him, 
He knew, and not the Sanhedrin. 


